Parnell
not yet reached a position which would entitle him to marry
a Parnell* It is a proof of his masterfulness that he was able
to make Fanny obedient to him, but he did her a disservice,
as he himself subsequently realised, for she died a spinster,
unsought again by Mr* Smith or by anyone else*
When the girl Daisy had yielded to him, and he was satisfied,
coldness came between them* The end of the love-making
was that the poor girl drowned herself* Parnell, according
to his sister, came round a bend of the river at the very
moment that her body was drawn from the water, and the
sight of her drove him almost demented. He was a witness,
says Mrs. Dickinson, at the inquest, and " while shielding
the girl's name from slander * * * admitted having a great
admiration and friendship for her, and the shock which her
death gave him/*1 Mrs* Dickinson becomes inventive after
this account* She begins by declaring that her brother's
name *4 was formally removed from the books of his universityf*
because the heads of his college had heard ** various versions
of his acquaintance with the dead girl/' but, as we shall
immediately see, his sequestration was due to another cause*
She asserts that he manifested " frenzied grief " and remorse,
and was " the frequent victim of violent nervous attacks/*
during which he had appalling visions of 4t the dripping
white-clad form " standing at the foot of his bed* His family
did not discover that he suffered in this way until several
years after Daisy's death* Captain Dickinson had one night
to share a room with him at Avondale, and on the following
morning he went to his wife and said of Parnell, " He has
been disturbing me half the night, moaning and calling out
about some Daisy, and at one time he got so frenzied with a
vision at the foot of the bed that I had to hold him* * * * I
will never forget his face when he said, pointing to the foot
of the bed,* Daisy is there/ **
1 A Patriot's Mistake, by Emily Monroe Dickinson, p* 56*
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